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Module Aims  

The aim of this module is for students to understand how science is used in court, as part of 
civil and criminal cases, and to gain experience in presenting evidence in a court room 
setting. 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

Key skills for employability 
 

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills 

KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills 

KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills 

KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy 

KS5 Information management skills 

KS6 Research skills 

KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills 

KS8 Career management skills 

KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self- 

 management) 

KS10 Numeracy 

 

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills 

1 
Appraise the roles and responsibilities of expert witness and 
other specialists in an investigation. 

KS1 KS8 

  

  

2 Assess potential for use of evidence in court. 

KS5  

  

  

3 Compare the intelligence values of information. 
KS3 KS6 

  

4 
Construct and conduct reason arguments based on the 
results of forensic investigations. 

KS1 KS3 

KS5  

  

Transferable skills and other attributes 

 Demonstrate good communication and presentational skills. 

 Show good time management skills. 

 Collect information and evaluate the results. 

 Use IT resources to search for information. 
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Derogations  

N/A. 

 

Assessment:  

1. Essay composed from information gathered during a practical task. This will be a 
simulated case that will including the recovery and testing of evidence. 
 

2. Presentation in the style of expert witness testimony. This will be based on information 
from the previously submitted essay and will be in a mock court room style, including 
cross examination. 

 

Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment 
Weighting 
(%) 

Duration  
(if exam) 

Word count 
(or equivalent if 

appropriate) 

1 3-4 Presentation 50 15 mins  

2 1-4 Essay 50  2000 
 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

Students will attend formal timetabled lectures throughout the module. There will be class 
discussions and the opportunity to share information, and develop good communication skills. 
 
Students will prepare a case for presentation in court, and will act as a participant in a 
simulated trial. 

Syllabus outline: 

 The role of an expert witness 

 Problems encountered by expert witnesses in court 

 Assessing the suitability of evidence for court 

 Assessing the reliability of evidence for court 

 Preparation of evidence for court 

 Court room proceedings 

 How written evidence is presented in court 

 How verbal evidence is presented in court 

 Preparing to give evidence in court 

 Presenting evidence in court 

 Cross examination of expert testimony 
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